
Scripture:

Isaiah 44:12-13
"The blacksmith takes a tool and works with it in the coals; he shapes an idol with 
hammers, he forges it with the might of his arm. He gets hungry and loses his 
strength; he drinks no water and grows faint. The carpenter measures with a line 
and makes an outline with a marker; he roughs it out with chisels and marks it with 
compasses. He shapes it in human form, human form in all its glory, that it may 
dwell in a shrine."

Exodus 32:1
"When the people saw that Moses was so long in coming down from the mountain, 
they gathered around Aaron and said, 'Come, make us gods who will go before us. 
As for this fellow Moses who brought us up out of Egypt, we don't know what has 
happened to him.'"

Discussion Questions:

1. So far in our series, Minority Report, we have talked about the apparent silence 
of God during the exile of the Jewish people. In the seventy-year exile to Babylon, 
thousands of followers of God were forced away from their homes and taken to a 
completely different country. People likely felt like God had left them. Have you 
ever felt left by God? Whether your answer is "yes" or "no," please share a story 
about what your experience  has been.

2. Theologian Tim Keller's definition of an idol is this:
"An idol is whatever you look at and say, in your heart of hearts, “If I have that, then 
I’ll feel my life has meaning, then I‘ll know I have value, then I’ll feel significant and 
secure.” What do you think about this?
What do you see an idol to be?

3. Emilie shared a story of her idol, people pleasing (Charmin grocery store lady). 
Do you have any moments like these in your life? What's your relationship like with 
your idol?

4. Emilie said that we tend to make idols because we feel left by God, but the truth 



is that God is closer to anything we'll ever hold in our hands. Why do you think 
tangibility is so important to us?

5. Read Isaiah 44:21-23. Are you surprised by God's response to the Israelite's idol-
making we saw earlier in Isaiah 44? Why/why not?

6. Read Acts 17:24-28. At Discovery we value this phrase: 
Jesus died so I don't have to _____________anymore. How do you fill in the blank?

7. Is there anybody in your life who is in exile right now? What are some ways you 
can serve them and show them that they are not alone?

8. Please lead your group to take the last few minutes or so to pray for the person 
on their right.


