
PRIMARY SCRIPTURE:

Phil. 3:7
But whatever was to my profit I now consider loss for the sake of 
Christ.

Phil. 3:8-9
What is more, I consider everything a loss compared to the surpassing 
greatness of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whose sake I have 
lost all things. I consider them rubbish, that I may gain Christ and be 
found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes from 
the law, but that which is through faith in Christ—the righteousness 
that comes from God and is by faith.

2Cor. 5:17 Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the 
old has gone, the new has come!

2Cor. 5:21 God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in 
him we might become the righteousness of God.

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:

1) Seth Godin says, "Once our needs are met, our instinct is to invent 
new ones." What is your reaction to that statement?

2) In Philippians, Paul makes some pretty bold claims in this passage, 
but his life backed up his claims: Paul was happier and freer, beaten 
and in prison, than he ever was, wealthy, with status and religious 
leadership. What do you make of this switch in Paul?

3) Paul kicks around this word “righteousness’ and talks about how his 
freedom comes not from his own righteousness, but from Christ’s. We 
defined
'righteousness' as not about moral purity, but about being acceptable 
and accepted. Can you describe a time when you didn't feel 
"righteous" in a group? It could be comical or serious.



4) We defined 'sin' as setting your own standard of righteousness. 
How do you see people doing this today? In what ways do you do it?

5) React to this statement: God takes our sins and puts it on Jesus, 
but he also takes Jesus’ righteousness and puts it on us, so when 
God sees us, he sees us
through Jesus.

6) Dallas Willard says, "People who come to church are basically 
running their lives on their own, utilizing their natural abilities to 
negotiate their way. They
believe there is a God and they need to check in with him, but they 
don’t have any sense that he is an active agent in their lives." Do you 
think this is true? Why or why not?

7) In his book “Transforming Prayer” Daniel Henderson writes about 
the difference between a powerboat and a sailboat. A powerboat 
advances on a predictable journey at the hands of the driver, 
propelled by man-made fuel, but in the end, you can run out of fuel. A 
sailboat is at the mercy of an unpredictable force and magnifies the 
beauty and energy of the wind. Sailing isn’t done under only the skill of 
the sailor - its a partnership between sailor and wind and you never 
run out of fuel because wind will always come again. Can you share a 
time when you experienced life as a 'sailboat' - partnering with God on 
the journey?

8) A vow is an opportunity to experience the transforming power of 
God. By making a vow that only God can help you fulfill, you can 
partner with God and
experience God's leading. Have you ever made a vow or is there one 
you are considering making?


