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SCRIPTURE REFERENCES

Matthew 11:2-3
When John, who was in prison, heard about the deeds of the Messiah, he sent his disciples to ask him, “Are you the one who 
is to come, or should we expect someone else?”
Matthew 11:4-6
Jesus replied, “Go back and report to John what you hear and see:  The blind receive sight, the lame walk, those who have 
leprosy are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the good news is proclaimed to the poor. Blessed is anyone 
who does not stumble on account of me.”
Matthew 11:11    
Truly I tell you, among those born of women there has not risen anyone greater than John the Baptist; yet whoever is least 
in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he.
Matthew 11:20-24
Then Jesus began to denounce the towns in which most of his miracles had been performed, because they did not repent.  
“Woe to you, Chorazin! Woe to you, Bethsaida! For if the miracles that were performed in you had been performed in Tyre 
and Sidon, they would have repented long ago in sackcloth and ashes. But I tell you, it will be more bearable for Tyre and 
Sidon on the day of judgment than for you.  And you, Capernaum, will you be lifted to the heavens? No, you will go down to 
Hades. For if the miracles that were performed in you had been performed in Sodom, it would have remained to this day.  
But I tell you that it will be more bearable for Sodom on the day of judgment than for you.”
Matthew 12:22-23    
Then they brought him a demon-possessed man who was blind and mute, and Jesus healed him, so that he could both talk 
and see. All the people were astonished and said, “Could this be the Son of David?”
Matthew 12:24    
But when the Pharisees heard this, they said, “It is only by Beelzebul, the prince of demons, that this fellow drives out 
demons.”
Matthew 12:32 
Anyone who speaks a word against the Son of Man will be forgiven, but anyone who speaks against the Holy Spirit will not 
be forgiven, either in this age or in the age to come.
Matthew 11:28-30
“Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I 
am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy and my burden is light.”
Matthew 12:43-45   
“When an impure spirit comes out of a person, it goes through arid places seeking rest and does not find it. Then it says, ‘I 
will return to the house I left.’ When it arrives, it finds the house unoccupied, swept clean and put in order. Then it goes and 
takes with it seven other spirits more wicked than itself, and they go in and live there. And the final condition of that person 
is worse than the first. That is how it will be with this wicked generation.”



DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

1) We all put our faith in something or someone. Can you name the things or people you put your faith in?

2) Doubt is also a common human experience. It can be unnerving and scary, but bringing it out into the open can be 
healthy. Would you be willing to name some of your doubts? 

3) John the Baptist is given an ‘a plus’ by Jesus and he doubted, yet the towns like Capernaum and the Pharisees all got 
failing grades for their doubt. What do you make of that?

4) We talked about how entire cultures can foster doubt. How do you think our culture fosters faith and how might it foster 
doubt? 

5) We live in a culture that has, for centuries now, cultivated the idea that the skeptical person is always smarter than one 
who believes. You can almost be as stupid as a cabbage as long as you doubt. Dallas Willard.  What do you think of this?

6) In the middle of these situations, Jesus talks about his yoke and his path of rest. It is a passage of submission to Jesus and 
we think it is a pathway through doubt. How do you think submitting to Jesus’ ‘yoke’ can help with doubt?

7) Jesus shares a stark parable in these two chapters about the house cleaner and the empty state and how it is more 
at risk of invasion than ever before. In the context of doubt, I think Jesus is warning against deconstruction. If you are 
deconstructing, you can develop the discipline to build. Tearing down is fine, but what are you building upon? 

8) John the Baptist’s doubt was a doubt of disillusionment - Jesus was not meeting John’s expectations and assumptions. A 
pathway through this is wonder and curiosity. Have you experienced this?


