
Exile
Primary Scripture: 
Daniel 1
Secondary Scripture: 
Psalm 137
1 Peter 2:9

Discussion Questions
1) Read Daniel 1. What strikes you? What do you want to react to?

2) We suggested that the faith journey is not linear and that we go 
through a process of ’orientation, disorientation, reorientation' with our 
faith. Have you experienced a time of disorientation? What was that like 
for you?

3) We also suggested that the process is not even in length - i.e., 
disorientation can be fast and reorientation can be slow. Has this been 
your experience?

4) This process happens when God doesn't change but our 
understanding and expectation of God changes. Have you experienced 
this?

5) Babylon tried to brainwash and assimilate Daniel and his friends. 
How did they go about that?

6) Have you ever experienced something like that? Do you think any of 
your environments try to assimilate you into their way of thinking that is 
counter to God?

7) Daniel drew a line in the sand over diet. Was it due to kosher laws or 
was Daniel just staying distinct? We're not sure, but we think it was to 
connect to his identity as God's. Do you have anything like that, when  



you are in a 'hostile' situation where you stay distinct?

8) The KJV of the 1 Peter passage above describes God's people as
'peculiar.' How are we peculiar today?

9) Peculiar, Assimilation, Civil Disobedience, Rebellion.. Where is the 
line, what is the response?

10) And that’s the challenge for us today, I think - what does it look 
like for a follower of Jesus to be set apart? Where do you draw the line?

11) Exile means, “no matter what happens, no matter how bad things 
get, no matter how displaced you feel, you can be faithful to God - it 
won’t be easy or always clear and it will cost you. Exile also means that 
God is faithful to you - it isn’t always the way you thought or even 
want, but God will is faithful.”

12) God knows what it is like to be in exile. Cast out from his own 
creation, from his own people - cast outside his city that used to hold 
his temple to be killed like a common criminal. The cross is the path 
back to orientation with God. What do you think about that? 


