
Hell, Steve Cuss
November 8 and 11

Today’s topic is highly personal and sensitive. Thanks for paying extra attention to how people are doing today as you lead 
this discussion. We’re praying for all our leaders through this discussion, that you would continue to put people’s wellbeing 
above ‘getting through the material’ or making your point known. 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

1. Where would you say you got your view of Hell from? 

2. Is the view you have now the same one you had when you were younger? If not, what changed? 

3. The two significant shifts Steve made were: all humans are not born immortal, but given immortality upon acceptance 
of Jesus, and ‘when Jesus and the authors of Scripture talk about ‘death’ they mean ‘death’ not ‘everlasting conscious 
torment.’ What do you think of these shifts? 

4. Look at John 3:16 and Romans 6:28. What is contrasted with everlasting life in these passages? 

5. Steve suggested that our modern view of Hell has been formed by Plato (who taught that every human is immortal), 
Dante (who wrote a fiction on a Hell in the middle ages) and church and modern church fiction (like “Thief in the Night” 
and “Left Behind.”) What do you think of that? 

6. Scripture teaches about a judgment day when all humans will face God and face judgment. Some passages are: 
Matthew 10 - 12, Romans 14:10 and 2 Cor 5:10, Heb. 9:27, Heb. 10:2, James 2:13, 1 John 4:15-18, Revelation 2:11, 20:6, 
20:14, 21:8. Steve talked about how Jesus ands his followers showed that acceptance of grace is the way to stand before 
God ready. There may be a second chance after death, because God is good and just, but Jesus and the authors of 
Scripture do not mention it. What is your reaction to this? 

7. One side note: we believe Paul when he basically says in Romans 6:28, “God gives life but sin kills” and while we don’t 
know the particulars, we think judgment looks something like that - people who have given themselves over to a life of 
sin are finally consumed by sin, people who have given over to a life in Christ are renewed in Christ. In some ways, an 
inadequate explanation would be ‘people get what they want.’ This is inadequate, because some people certainly will be 
surprised and change what they want. 

8. Part of Steve’s own journey in this was a desire for “God to be God” and for God to look like Jesus. Jesus of course 
got angry at people and even threatened some with punishment, but it was never the people that the church has 
threatened with punishment, it was typically toward religious leaders who were blocking people from accessing God. In 
what way does a terminal view of hell, where sin kills and God gives life, show a more consistent view of God?

9. Is there anyone you would like to pray for or anything you would like to say?


