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PRIMARY SCRIPTURE:
Acts 12

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:

1. Read Acts 12 aloud as a group. What strikes you? What is your reaction? What questions do you have?

2. Luke wants us to notice power, who has it and how it is used in this chapter. We meet yet another Herod. This 
Herod is grandson the Herod when Jesus was a baby and nephew to Herod who crucified Jesus. He has immense 
political power. Early Christians in this chapter seemingly have no power. By the end of the chapter, who is alive and 
who is dead?  What does worthwhile power actually look like? 

3. This happened during Passover - a celebration of freedom from bondage and slavery. Who is bound or 'captive' in 
the early part of the chapter? Who is freed by the end?

4. The early church prayed earnestly for Peter in prison. As you imagine them praying, what do you think they 
prayed for? Share an example of an actual prayer. Why do you think they didn't believe when God seemingly 
answered their prayers? 

5. Share a time where God may have answered a prayer but you struggled to believe it. Is there something in your 
life God is doing now that you struggle to believe? 

6. When you think of the Christians in Acts, what descriptions come to mind? (AFTER you've discussed that, then 
ask): Does doubt come to mind, or not enough faith?  NT Wright says, 'nobody, constructing a pious legend out 
of thin air, would have made up this ridiculous little story of Rhoda and the praying-but-hopeless church. It has 
the ring of truth: ordinary truth, down-to-earth truth, at the very moment that it is telling us something truly 
extraordinary and heaven-on-earthish is going on.' 

7. Discovery is gathered and scattered like the early church. We are sending groups to serve in Costa Rica, Kenya 
and Albania in the next couple of months. Please spend time praying for these groups. 

8. Sometimes God scatters us next door. Spend time praying for a neighbor in your life. 


