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SCRIPTURE REFERENCES

“When Jesus had finished saying these things, the crowds were amazed at his teaching, for he taught with real 
authority—quite unlike their teachers of religious law. 
Matthew 5:28-29 (NLT)

“Christ is the culmination of the law so that there may be righteousness for everyone who believes.” 
Romans 10:4 (NLT)

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

This week we talked about what it means for Jesus to fulfill the laws of the Old Testament. These laws were the 
framework of how the Jewish people lived their lives, and they were looking for a Rescuer who would accomplish the 
prophecies and laws. Jesus re-framed and reinterpreted the laws for the Jews, showing that he has authority over 
everything, and that the laws mean so much more than what they are seen as face-value. He interprets the laws through 
grace and provides freedom for people thousands of years ago, and also for you and I today.

1. From the past three weeks in our series The Dust of the Rabbi, where we are walking through Matthew’s account of 
Jesus’ life, do you have any questions about what we’ve covered so far? Any “ah-ha” moments yet? 

2. Many people believe that Christianity is a religion that is all about rules and regulations. What do you think about that? 

3. What is your relationship to authority? Are you someone who has a hard time with people who are in authority or are 
you the opposite?

4. Emilie talked about Jesus’ reinterpretation of one of the laws in the Ten Commandments, “You shall not murder.” 
Jesus says here that if you are mean, bitter, or angry towards someone, it has the same effect on you. Emilie shared her 
experience with anger. What do you think? 

5. Jesus told people to follow him. Teachers don’t usually tell their students to follow them, but to follow what they’ve 
taught and to carry their knowledge on to a different teacher who will help them in the next class. Jesus did not say 
“follow my teachings.” Jesus said, “follow me.” What’s the difference there? 

6. Emilie shared that sometimes reading the Bible can be confusing and hard to understand, but that Jesus was very 
clear on the things that were most important. What is confusing to you about Jesus? What is clear to you about Jesus? 

7. Many Jews were challenged by Jesus to trust him instead of trusting the law. Do you feel like you trust Jesus? Why or 
why not? 


