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We’re kicking off a new summer series looking at Jesus through the perspective of Matthew. 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

1) We said in the sermon, “It is harder to be loved by God than to love God.”  What do you think of 
this statement?

2) Matthew was Jewish and a tax collector, so he was a traitor to his own people - he had crossed to 
the Roman Empire and was shaking down his own people for taxes they couldn’t pay, as well as for 
his own income. Why do you think Jesus chose Matthew to be a disciple?

3) Look at the list of Disciples in Matthew 10:2. What do you make of the list? How many Disciples 
get any description? What do you know of them? 

4) Matthew was an unlikely follower of Jesus, yet he wrote his Gospel to address ‘likely’ followers 
who had lost their way. For example, Jewish religious leaders were the ones everyone thought would 
be the ‘right’ followers of God and a tax collector the ‘wrong’ follower of God. What do you make of 
this?

5) Matthew has 3 themes he focuses on in his Gospel. Theme 1: Jesus is King. How do we honor 
Jesus as King today? In what ways do we forget he is King?

6) Theme 2: Jesus is the new Moses. We will look at the way Matthew compiled his gospel another 
time, but he wants us to know that Jesus is the law. Moses gave the law, Jesus is the law which is why 
Jesus says, ‘follow me’ instead of ‘follow my teaching.’ If the law brings life and freedom, how have 
you experienced this?

7) Theme 3: God is with us. People always thought God was difficult to get to - inaccessible. I wonder 
if Matthew focused on this because he was surprised to discover that Jesus is close - with us. How 
have you experienced Jesus’ closeness, when have you struggled to sense it?


