
Primary Scripture:

Ex. 22:21 “Do not mistreat or oppress a foreigner, for you were foreigners in Egypt.

Ex. 22:22 “Do not take advantage of the widow or the fatherless. 23 If you do and they 
cry out to me, I will certainly hear their cry.

Ex. 22:25 “If you lend money to one of my people among you who is needy, do not treat 
it like a business deal; charge no interest. 26 If you take your neighbor’s cloak as a 
pledge, return it by sunset, 27 because that cloak is the only covering your neighbor 
has. What else can they sleep in? When they cry out to me, I will hear, for I am 
compassionate.
Psalm 68:6a God sets the lonely in families.

Discussion Questions:

1. This series on neighboring began its focus on serving and moving toward our literal, 
immediate neighbors. How is that going? what has been your experience so far? What 
have you tried? What has gotten in the way?

2. This week we focused on our local under resourced neighbors. Read the Exodus 
Passage. What is your reaction to this law? What strikes you about it?

3. One of the passing comments in the sermon was the difference between the culture 
of the day and the vision for God’s people. ie, how people are treated, who pays the 
lowest interest etc. Where have you seen this lived out well among God’s people?

4. We discussed “The AWOLS” - the Alien, Widow, Orphan, Levite. God showed 
concern for people on the margins of society, people without a safety net, under 
resourced and powerless people. Who do you think are examples of AWOLS today?

5. What is it like for you when you hear of specific need? It seems today that the need is 
overwhelming. How do you choose who to help? How do you stop from getting 
overwhelmed or shutting out the need?

6. Father Gregory Boyle reminds us that we visit the margins to learn our own need and 
to learn of God. He says “Saving lives is for the coast guard. Instead, savor lives. Don't 
go to the margins to save, go to be saved.” Have you experienced a time where you’ve 
gone to serve and learned as much as you’ve taught or received as much as you’ve 
given?

7. Today we specifically discussed foster children. What is your reaction to the need and 
what our church might do to help these kids?

8. Spend some time in prayer together for needs you know among your friends or needs 
identified today.


