
Primary Scripture:

John 15:12-15 My command is this: Love each other as I have loved you. Greater love 
has no one than this, that he lay down his life for his friends. You are my friends if you 
do what I command. I no longer call you servants, because a servant does not know his 
master’s business. Instead, I have called you friends, for everything that I learned from 
my Father I have made known to you.
John 15:17 This is my command: Love each other.

Secondary Scripture:
Eccl. 4:10 If one falls down, his friend can help him up. But pity the man who falls and 
has no one to help him up!

Quotes:
We never get to the bottom of ourselves on our own. We discover who we are face to 
face and side by side with others in work, love and learning. Robert Bellah.
If Jesus’ apparent power lies in being able to cleanse, then a church where no dirt is 
allowed in is powerless. Kaster Brewin

Discussion Questions:
Read John 15: 12-17. What strikes you? What is your reaction.

In the sermon we suggested that evidence for God’s existence is the human need to 
relate and to love and be loved. In what ways have you experienced love from God and 
in what ways is experiencing the love of God a struggle for you?

How do you know when someone loves you? What do they do? How do they act?

We discussed the “mess” of love in a church. A church is a place where you have to 
love people you wouldn’t necessarily choose for friends. How does your faith grow in 
these situations?

React to this quote, “We never get to the bottom of ourselves on our own. We discover 
who we are face to face and side by side with others in work, love and learning.” Robert 
Bellah.

React to this quote, “If Jesus’ apparent power lies in being able to cleanse, then a 
church where no dirt is allowed in is powerless.” Kaster Brewin

Love that means anything costs something. Would you be willing to share love that cost 
you? In what way does that cost help you experience the sacrifice of God’s love?


