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Parable of the Sower, Steve Cuss

SCRIPTURE REFERENCES

Primary Scripture:    
Matthew 13: 3 
Then he told them many things in parables, saying: “A farmer went out to sow his seed. 4 As he was scattering the seed, 
some fell along the path, and the birds came and ate it up. 5 Some fell on rocky places, where it did not have much soil. It 
sprang up quickly, because the soil was shallow. 6 But when the sun came up, the plants were scorched, and they withered 
because they had no root. 7 Other seed fell among thorns, which grew up and choked the plants. 8 Still other seed fell on 
good soil, where it produced a crop—a hundred, sixty or thirty times what was sown. 9 Whoever has ears, let them hear.”

Secondary Scripture: 
2 Samuel 12:1  “There were two men in a certain town, one rich and the other poor.  2 The rich man had a very large 
number of sheep and cattle,  3 but the poor man had nothing except one little ewe lamb he had bought. He raised it, and it 
grew up with him and his children. It shared his food, drank from his cup and even slept in his arms. It was like a daughter 
to him.
2 Samuel 12:4    “Now a traveler came to the rich man, but the rich man refrained from taking one of his own sheep or 
cattle to prepare a meal for the traveler who had come to him. Instead, he took the ewe lamb that belonged to the poor 
man and prepared it for the one who had come to him.”
2 Samuel 12:5    David burned with anger against the man and said to Nathan, “As surely as the LORD lives, the man who 
did this must die!  6 He must pay for that lamb four times over, because he did such a thing and had no pity.”
2 Samuel 12:7    Then Nathan said to David, “You are the man!

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

1. Do you think it is hard to change your mind about God? Why or why not?
2. Where did your early understanding of what God is like come from?
3. In the message we said, ‘Parables read us as we read them.’  Do you have a time where you have read scripture and felt 

‘read’ or exposed or revealed by it?
4. The parables of Matthew 13 show something small and potent that spreads like wildfire. In the message we talked 

about how ubiquitous churches are. Has anyone in your groups ever traveled somewhere overseas to a remote location 
where there is a church? What was that like?

5. In this Parable, God is the Farmer. Yet he is indiscriminate about where the seed lands. He just seems to throw it 
everywhere even though the chances that it will take root are slim. What do you make of this?

6. In the parable, Jesus is the seed and Jesus has been fully spread. He has already been ‘sown.’ What is the difference in 
your mind between ‘taking Jesus to people’ and ‘noticing where Jesus is already there.’ How is that posture different? 

7. What is we took 2 days this week to actually be on the lookout for evidence of God’s presence in the places we are 
going. Which two days this week are you going to look for where Jesus already is? How you will remember? What signs 
will you be looking for?


