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H ello! I am excited to share a small part of 
my story with you. Our family has attended 

Discovery Church for a little over six years now. 
My husband Jonathan and I have three children—
all about to make us empty nesters. Our oldest 
daughter will be a senior in college, our middle 
son, about to start college, and our youngest will 
be a senior at Legacy this fall.

I grew up in the suburbs of Minneapolis, MN, 
in a non-Christian home. By the complete grace of 
God, I began attending an Episcopalian church as 
an elementary school student. My parents would 
drop me off and then go home and go back to bed. 
I’ve tried to revisit those memories and figure out 
why church was important to me at such a young 
age. I think it was the sense of belonging I felt 
there, along with a childhood attraction to the Holy 
Spirit that dwelt there. It was through St. Stephens 
Church and a Baptist camp I attended in late 
middle school, that I came to accept Christ as my 
Lord and savior and begin my journey with Him.

My first true step of faith occurred when I 
attended college at the University of Colorado, 
Boulder. I learned quickly that calling myself a 
Christian meant that I was different from most 
people there, and not just different, but opposite. 

God had a plan for me. A new friend of mine 
invited me to a Christian retreat the fall of my 
freshman year. I always loved retreats growing up 
so I said I would go. The retreat turned out to be 
a training for freshman Young Life leaders. I had 
no idea what Young Life was, but here was another 
community where I could belong. I signed up for 
the year-long training where I planted deep roots 
of my understanding of the Gospel. I was thriving—
until I returned home for the summer. 

Back in my hometown, I began a very unhealthy 
relationship with food. My parent’s marriage was 
in shambles at this point, and deep down my 
feelings came out sideways. I began to struggle with 
bulimia. I felt out of control with my feelings about 
our home life and so food became out of control 
for me.

As I returned to college in the fall, I started 
to walk two parallel paths. One, a three year, 
very difficult battle with an eating disorder and 
an addiction to exercise. Two, a beautiful and 
deepening relationship with the Lord. These 
paths intertwined and intersected throughout my 
college years and taught me so much about my 
faith. I became all too familiar with the enemy and 
his desire to cause chaos and discord in my life 
through serving as a Young Life leader, leading 
bible studies in my sorority, and meeting my future 
husband who was a strong Christian. I felt the 
darkness and the oppressive nature of the spiritual 

battle for my soul. The more I clung to my faith and 
sought God, the worse my eating disorder battle 
ensued. I learned to pray on my knees, and that 
God doesn’t always answer desperate prayers when 
we ask. I was so ashamed of this secret life I led, 
but I learned to recognize God’s nearness.

At one point, a local hospital recommended I be 
admitted for inpatient therapy. I made a conscious 
choice instead to fight the disorder with prayer 
and God’s Word. I was convinced that this was just 
as much a spiritual battle as it was a physical and 
emotional one. During this season, I had a very 
real and terrifying encounter with Satan and a very 
real and comforting encounter with God. These 
encounters further solidified my conviction that I 
had to fight with spiritual boxing gloves. From a 
young age I felt like I was an unlikely candidate for 
the kingdom of God, and this time at school was 
a make it or break it time. Fortunately, I made it. 
My eating disorder slowly subsided. Not overnight, 

as we often hope our “thorns” will, but with steps 
that got quieter and quieter, it walked out of my 
life. I got married, started a career as a teacher, 
and continued in my faith journey. My relationship 
with food is now healthy and normal which I never 
imagined would become the case.

This battle is such a small part of my story as I 
look back on the past forty-seven years of my life, 
but a significant one. It was not a particularly easy 
journey into faith, but it refined and defined many 
things for me. God is real, God is trustworthy (even 
when he is not answering my fervent prayers), and 
God is good. As the upcoming Discovery Women’s 
Retreat speaker in September, these are three of 
the themes I am going to talk about. I can’t wait to 
share with you other stories from my life that have 
revealed in profound ways the true character of 
God. We are going to talk about pain (fun!), healing 
and miracles, and navigating difficult relationships 
and circumstances.

I look forward to meeting more of you as we 
worship together on Sunday mornings, and at 
future Women’s Ministry events. If you struggle 
with an eating disorder or know someone who 
does and want to talk, please reach out to me. 
Blessings to you.

Amy currently serves on Discovery’s Leadership 
Team. Amy and Jonathan have been married 
25 years. The Hayes family has been attending 
Discovery for 6 years.

REFINED FAITH
written by Amy Hayes

Jonathan, Hunter, Amy, Hannah and Maddie Hayes

“God is real, 
God is trustworthy, 
and God is good.” 

—Amy Hayes
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“It’s (Discovery) my 

favorite place to help 

people. I LOVE to 

worship God and pray 

with my friends.”
—Adasin Harris

Adasia and Gage Harris with daughters Acelynn and Adasin.

in children’s ministry, Adasia has felt it comforting to lean in and ask her faith 
and parenting questions. Adasia and Gage have been told by others that their 
daughter Adasin is a soothing, healing presence in class in children’s ministry. 

Both Adasia and Gage feel that their lives have changed, including their 
personalities, since attending Discovery. Through the healing process, they 
have learned to set boundaries and cut some unhealthy ties with family. Before 
they were angry and negative, and now feel like they are the most comfortable 
they have ever been. They now see the perspective of God’s transformation and 
how He has blessed. They have been wanting a church family for a long time 
and they feel like Discovery is their second family. 

Adasia works on Discovery staff as Operations Assistant. The Harris’s are 
expecting their third child, a son, in July.

MORE INFO
The Seeker Group is a safe place to bring your questions and discuss the claims of 
Christ. The next Seeker Group is being offered at the home of Steve and Lisa Cuss on 
Sunday, June 30th. To sign up, email steve@dc2.me

We all walk a journey of faith and come to faith in different ways. Adasia 
and Gage Harris walk a journey of childlike faith. A childlike faith is 

one that asks honest questions openly and with vulnerability. In Matthew 
18:2-5, Jesus says ‘Truly I tell you, unless you change and become like little 
children, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven. Therefore, whoever 
takes the lowly position of this child is the greatest in the kingdom of 
heaven. And whoever welcomes one such child in my name welcomes me.” 
The faith God looks for is humble, teachable, and trusting—like a child. The 
Harris family came to a childlike faith literally, due to the faith of their oldest 
child. 

Adasia and Gage both had childhoods filled with trauma and abuse. Their 
parents were not followers of Jesus Christ. Adasia and Gage’s moms were 
best friends when they were growing up, but she and Gage didn’t know 
each other as kids. As the years went by, their moms had a hot and cold 
relationship. Adasia and Gage eventually met each other when Adasia was 
13. She had a strong intuition at that young age that Gage would someday 
become her husband. As their relationship grew, they realized they were 
going through some of the same things at home. With the ups and downs 
of their relationship, and going through depression due to experience of 
trauma and abuse, they turned and prayed to a God they didn’t know and 
this pushed them away from God.

The turning point in their faith came by way of their 3½ year-old 
daughter, Adasin. In 2016 while driving past Discovery, Adasin said from the 
backseat of the car, ‘we should go there.’ Adasia was curious that maybe this 

comment was a nudging from the Holy 
Spirit through Adasin. She describes 
her oldest daughter as a ‘light’ with 
a comforting, welcoming spirit. The 
Harris’s had been hoping to give faith 
opportunities to their children that they 
didn’t receive. They visited Discovery 
and felt an excitement and a peace. 
They were drawn into the worship 
and thought this could become their 

home church. Around this time, they also visited Flatirons church because 
Adasia had heard from a friend that they had a huge playground, an inviting 
part of the children’s ministry classrooms. However, after visiting, Adasin 
commented to her parents that she wanted to go to ‘our church.’ They feel 
like Adasin has saved them by bringing them to God in a more intimate way. 
She was like a flame that ignited the fire. 

The Harris’s began premarital counseling with counselor and Discovery 
member, Shirell White. They experienced a “flip of the switch” faith 
experience, realizing for the first time that God had blessed them with each 
other. They themselves were the answers to prayer from a painful past. It 
was the first time somebody had pointed out to them that it was God all 
along. God had redeemed their pain by bringing them together. They built 
this life together and could now look back and see that God was there the 
entire time.

Their spiritual life “blew up fast” and they became spiritually hungry. A 
big  catalyst was the Seekers group they attended at Steve and Lisa Cuss’s 
home. The group served as a big piece in their puzzle, where fueled 
with questions about faith, they could ask them openly and have deep 
discussions. The Harris’s became friends with Brendan and Kelsey Reed who 
both work at and attend Discovery. The Reed’s baptized the Harris family 
on Easter Sunday, 2018, which was a monumental experience for them. The 
Reed’s are also a part of their life group community. Because Kelsey works 

CHILDLIKE FAITH
written by Wendy Smith



CHILDREN’S MINISTRY
written by Rachael Parks

Karlee Berger celebrating her 8th birthday, and with her brother.
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As adults, life is hectic. It is so easy for us to get wrapped up in things that 
seem so important in the moment and forget that we are the children of 

a mighty, caring, and loving God and that our identity is in Him. Children can 
be such a beautiful reminder to slow down and get to the root of our faith, that 
we are His and so loved by Him. I asked the delightful Karlee Berger, age 8, 
about her faith. I hope her answers encourage your faith like it did mine.  

Rachael:  “How long have you been going to church at Discovery?” 
Karlee: “Since I was four, so about four years. Almost five!” 
R: “That’s a long time! Is there a teacher in the past five years you have really 
loved?” 
K: “Mrs. Kelsey! She’s so nice.”  
R: “What is your favorite part of church?” 
K: “That I get to do communion in Quest 45! It actually really surprised me.” 
R: “Wow! They do communion in Quest 45? Why did that surprise you?”  
K: “Well, Mommy took communion when she was 10 and Daddy took 
communion when he was bigger than me. So I didn’t think I would get to.”  
R: “What do you know about communion?” 
K: “Well, I don’t know much, but I know that it’s really holy and that it was the 
sacrament Jesus gave right before he died. So he broke the bread and said ‘This 
is my body that is broken for you, take and eat. This is my blood that is shed for 
you. Take and drink.’ It’s in Matthew I think.” 
R: “Before you take communion, is there anything you think or pray about?” 
K: “I think about the Last Supper...a lot. And what it means.” 
R: “Yeah, the Last Supper is really cool. I really like that you get to take 
communion.” 
K: “You really like using the word cool.”  
R: “You’re right! I do. What’s your favorite Bible story?” 
K: “I have a lot, but one of my favorites is Queen Esther because of all the 
bravery she had when she stood up and risked her life for her people.”  

R: “How do you think you can be like Queen Esther?”  
K: “I can be brave and stand up for people and be myself like Esther wasn’t 
afraid to tell the King she was a Jew.” 
R: “What else do you like about church?” 
K: “I have liked learning about all the different Bible stories and what they 
mean. I also like to see my friends!”  
R: “Do you have friends at Discovery?”  
K:  “Yes. I love getting to hang out with them on Sundays.” 

Karlee is the oldest child of Erik and Kristen Berger. She will start fourth grade in 
the fall and thinks that Colorado and Florida are equally cool. She wants to be a 
gemologist when she grows up, but is okay with being any type of scientist. She loves 
space and the deep sea, and likes to spend her time bowling, swimming and skiing.

SAVE THE DATE!

RETREAT

SEPT. 20-22
CAMP ELIM

WOODLAND PARK, CO
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From global partners, Bob and Susan Combs:

Today, as we are teaching young people about faith, life skills, and providing 
them with jobs, I can see the patterns developing. One young man is asleep 
instead of listening. I give a little grace because I know some of them don’t 
have a regular place to sleep. Some are making jokes and not focused on their 
assignment. Some guys are on their phones instead of working the job I gave 
them, while others are working diligently. I spend my days correcting some and 
trying to encourage all of them along the way. Helping them be motivated to 
make choices that better themselves is a big part of what we do. All of the youth 
we have the privilege to work with have amazing potential. Unfortunately, 
many face so many obstacles that it can be overwhelming, it takes so much 
determination on their part to push through. Often it is one step forward and 
two steps back and they end up discouraged and wanting to give up. We have 
not had to experience any of what the youth go through so we feel inadequate 
in our attempts to come alongside them. We know it is not about us; we have 
to remind them of who God is and who He has created them to be. To remind 
them that they have value and to encourage them to make choices that will 
propel them towards their dreams. 
4th Annual Compton Leaders Internship Program (or CLIP)
We are looking forward to our 4th summer offering an internship to high 
school boys and for the first time, high school girls. We are anticipating  three 
great weeks working with 15-20 boys and 8 -10 girls. Like last year, we will 
partner with other Navigator staff to run a summer missions project for 16 

college students who will live at a local college and work with us to mentor 
the youth in our internship. For the first two weeks, we will have Bible study, 
leadership development, financial literacy and workshops on plumbing, 
auto mechanics, culinary skills and gardening for the boys. The girls will also 
have Bible study and financial literacy but they will spend the rest of the time 
helping to teach at a lo-cal charter school. The third week all the students will 
help run a day camp at a local church. Please pray for the summer internship 
and all the planning that goes into it. Please pray for the right kids to attend, 
for the college students to connect with the high schoolers, and for the kids to 
grow in their relationships with the Lord.

COMPTON, CA

SCATTERED GLOBALLY
Following along with our summer sermon series in ACTS, Gathered and Scattered, our Pastor of Global Ministries, Renae Loring, shares some letters from three 

of Discovery’s global partners. The letters reflect the their missionary work and blessings received by Discovery’s generous monetary gifts from Advent Conspiracy, 
2018.

From global partners, Dan & Christie Reich. The letter is from Xavier Bohorquez, a missionary with SIM Paraguay from Bolivia, director of the 
*Guarani Recording Group, and a colleague of Dan and Christie Reich. The Advent Conspiracy gift went for this family and the ministry of recording 
the Bible in the heart language of minority ethnic groups in Paraguay.

Thank you dear brothers and sisters, for your offering of love for *GRG and my family. We are very 
thankful for your willing hearts. As soon as we heard about the offering, we called in the brethren 
from the indigenous group ENXET SUR (Southern Enxet) in order to record Genesis and Exodus. 
This group has been waiting more than a year to record the five books of the Old Testament. Thank 
you for the opportunity to help these indigenous brothers and sisters. More than material things, 
the Word of God in the language that one speaks and understands can change one’s life and the 
whole community. Guillermo and Asunción visited us as the readers of the recording. Asunción is 
the translator of Exodus. They commented on how difficult it was to come out of their community 
because the pickup in which they were traveling broke down along the way. They had many barriers 
against coming to record. Because our indigenous brothers live in different places and have to pass 
through one community after another, we know that every time we record indigenous languages 
there are strong spiritual battles to fight in the spiritual realm. We’ve had a week of working as a team. 
We are also thankful to Tim Curtis, the missionary in charge of the translation of this language, who has been with us coming from about 500 km away, more than 
1000 km round trip. Thanks also to the Anglican Church in Paraguay that allowed their missionary to be part of this recording task. 

Brothers and sisters, I have no words left to thank you for your noble hearts having sent these funds for the recording and a part for support for my family. With 
all sincerity, we try to spend it what we planned to spend on. Many thanks for your help. God bless you and fill you with joy in your hearts. We have added a new 
group who have two books of the Old Testament.    
Xavier, Noemí, Adriana and Rebeca Bohorquez, Guarani Recording Group 

PARAGUAY

Asuncion, translator of Exodus

CLIP (Compton Leaders Internship Program) Students
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From Yuki Tanaka, Happy NPO, www.happynpo.com 
Re: Discovery Advent Conspiracy financial donations sent to help respond to global need in Puerto Rico and Peru.

Hi Discovery Christian Church, 
It’s Yuki here - I work here at Happy NPO as the Executive Assistant. We wanted to say huge 
thank you for your recent donation! I had the privilege of visiting both Peru and Puerto Rico 
this year and I wanted to share briefly how your donation has been empowering our work 
there. 
Puerto Rico: “Do they really still need help?”— this was one of the questions I had going 
in. The hurricane was nearly two years ago, how is that possible....as a person who currently 
lives in a rather comfortable country ( Japan) I didn’t really know what to expect. The 
majority of people we help are elderly people who don’t speak English, who don’t have a 
phone, who couldn’t keep fighting for help. One of the gentlemen that we helped is Moises; 
sweet man who’s mom is on bed rest with Alzheimer’s. He is her caregiver every day, all 
day. The second story of his house was destroyed by Hurricane Maria which made the roof 
leak through to the remaining first story. His family left him after the hurricane, so he hasn’t 
had the time and finances to do anything to fix the roof. We cleaned, power washed, painted 
the roof twice so he won’t have any more problems (as well as taking time to sing and pray 
and eat together.) But there’s still so many unheard stories like this that will never make the 
news. I realized again that at Happy NPO, this is what we do best— we help practically. The 
island struggles to find remaining constructors as people keep leaving after the hurricane. We 
become the voice to the voiceless. We become the solution to the problem, as Jesus cared for 
the least. 
Peru: Our Children’s Home, Casa de Paz, is growing rapidly! It’s hard to not close your eyes 
when you are in Pacifico. No running water. Some are just walking around the community 
high on cheap drugs and alcohol. Walking around without hope. You can probably say 
that this is not even close to the standard we hold for our lives. And this is where most of 
our kids live. I love that we’re teaching these kids everyday how to dream, let them know 
that they are loved by the Creator, and that all things are possible beyond their current 
circumstances. We currently host 30-40 kids daily. We provide running water, tutoring, sports, 
bathroom facilities, and warm meals. We want Casa de Paz to be a place of hope for the whole community of Pacifico, and bring the peace of Christ to the entire 
neighborhood. THANK YOU! GRACIAS! We couldn’t have done this without you. Thank you for believing with us and joining in our journey.
And as our CEO would always says.... HUGS! 
Yuki

PERU AND PUERTO RICO

SCATTERED KENYASCATTERED COSTA RICA

The mission team leaves on July 12th. The mission team leaves on July 25th. 

Pray for safe travels, health while serving, that the people will be responsive to God’s will, and that there will be an impact on each team member personally.
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SCATTERED LOCALLY
written by Rachael Parks

I n case you haven’t noticed, Discovery loves to 
love on our local community. A recent event that 

Discovery’s Compassion Ministry, Avenue Special 
Needs Ministry, and Youth Ministry teams have been 
collaborating on to show that love, is All Abilities 
Game Night. This is an event for teens and young 
adults with physical or developmental disabilities 
and teens with typical abilities to come together 
and have a good time. All get to enjoy playing video 
games without having 
to worry about social 
stigmas or not being 
able to participate. 
Discovery has been 
fortunate to work with 
The Center for People 
with Disabilities on 
these events, allowing 
us to provide adaptive 
Xbox controllers and a 
virtual reality helmet for 
any participants with 
physical disabilities. 
Not only does this 
allow everyone to 
actively participate in 
game night regardless 
of ability, the virtual reality helmet provides new 
experiences for those who are wheelchair bound to 
experience things. For example, scuba diving in the 
ocean or climbing a mountain, activities that they may 
never have the chance to experience.  

Think All Abilities Game Night sounds cool? I 
haven’t even told you the best part. The best part of 
game night is the involvement of our own Discovery 
youth. They participate in every area of All Abilities 
Game Night, from planning to tear down and 

everything in between. This ministry allows the youth 
to learn Discovery’s values of reciprocity, dignity, 
and solidarity and gives them a space to participate 
in Compassion Ministry. Let me tell you, they do an 
amazing job. Their ideas are invaluable and watching 
them interact with their peers of different abilities 
is the perfect picture of reciprocity, dignity, and 
solidarity. They welcome everyone who comes with 
open arms and hearts, ready to connect with anyone 

who walks through our 
doors. It is the most 
incredible thing to 
behold and partake in.  

Bringing our youth 
into this ministry while 
they are gathered 
with us  creates an 
opportunity to instill 
Discovery’s values in the 
future of the church. All 
Abilities Game Night is 
a way to give our youth 
the opportunity to 
intentionally partake in 
building the kingdom by 
being on the front lines 
of ministry, welcoming 

people in, and providing an inclusive space for 
everyone to participate and have community. Asking 
our youth to hold a stake in this ministry is so that 
one day, when they are scattered, they take the values 
they learn during their time at Discovery and bring the 
Kingdom with them, wherever they go. 

MORE INFO
Contact Rachael Parks if interested in future All Abilities 
Game Nights at rachael@dc2.me

ACTS
INSPIRED VERSE

written by Jonathan Morse
Discovery member

Gathered
Peter and John and YOUR apostles

‘Gathered’ together YOUR followers
They preached, they healed

Thousands came and I set out 
to crush them

Why me, why choose me, hater, ravager
Blindness terrified me, 

YOU knew it would
Peter and James didn’t believe me at first
Peter’s vision, the four cornered cloth, 

the Gentiles

Scattered
I went to Antioch to preach 

the “Good News”
“A light unto the Gentiles”

So many years, the beatings, the fear, 
the struggle

So many faces, ‘Scattered’

Lydia of the purple cloth, Priscilla, 
the tent maker

The jailer in Philippi, 
Eutychus raised from the dead

Pagan Ephesus with its temple of Artemis
I told the elders, “It is more blessed to 

give than to receive”

YOU said I had to go to Rome
A storm, Malta, then Rome, 

preaching for two years
The faces again, Barnabas, Silas, 

Timothy, Peter and James
My friends, my brothers and sisters

YOU called me, YOU infused me 
with the Holy Spirit

YOU sent angels to save me, help me
YOU gave me strength, perseverance, 

hope and comfort
YOU inspired my Letters, 

my arguments, my exhortations

YOU even let me see 
who would read them

YOU gathered, starting with the twelve
We scattered for YOU, preaching to the 

hundreds of thousands
Of Gentiles in Asia and Macedonia

Now, Nero, tomorrow in his Circus
On the cross YOU said, “It is finished”

With the sword my life, 
my mission is finished

Then resting with YOU forever.

Eternity
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PLANTING SEEDS OF HOPE
written by Marla Lindstrom Benroth

MacGyver snips and twists the chicken wire fence to 
patch holes where the bunnies sneak in. Cathleen 

Horn “MacGyver,” that is. If it’s broke, she knows clever 
ways to fix it. If there’s a problem, she uses ingenuity 
and determination to press through to solve it. When the 
sprinkler system doesn’t work, she hand waters the newly-
planted garden plots. She communicates with a local farmer 
to make sure the horse manure brought in is “cured” at 
least three years. “It won’t work if it’s green and hard, like 
what happened one year when volunteers were ready to till 
the manure into the plots,” she recalls.

Cathleen is in charge of Discovery’s community garden, 
located behind the church next to the shed. Some people 
don’t notice it. But Cathleen spends countless hours there, 
especially during the pre-planting season, repairing the 
fence, covering unused plots, rototilling the weeded beds 
and taking care of her own plot. 

“Eighty percent of the work happens before we even 
plant the seeds,” she explains. This is a labor of love for 
Cathleen, who volunteers her time. She also cares for her 
mom and works a job. But, she loves what she does and 
enjoys seeing others enjoy the fellowship and community 
of nurturing their plots and harvesting the food, a good 
portion of which in past years has been donated to those 
who need a helping hand. 

The garden currently offers 15 plots: 10 that are 10 x 10 
and five 10 x 20s. For a $40 donation, anyone at Discovery 
or the public can have a plot for the summer. That helps 
defray the cost of garden tools and expenses. 

 “One of the things 
that I personally 
believe is that there is 
no skill more valuable 
to teach our children 
than gardening,” she 
says, “because there’s 
this idea that you come 
and put in all this work 
up front. Then, you 

plant these seeds of hope. And then you wait. You don’t 
get anything back for a while. Then the plants sprout and 
you take care of them. You have to fight off the bunnies or 
the crows, but finally you get to harvest it! Think about it: 
that’s the same as with education, a career, a marriage and 
parenting.”

 Good results take work, time and attention, she offers. 
“Right?” 

What about the folks who want to put in a couple 
of hours and then be done with it? “A happy life is not 
generated from only two hours of commitment. A happy 
life is like a garden. It takes time and follow-through. There 
are situations when everything goes wrong. But if you 
are committed, you keep working on it. Happiness does 
not comes from just buying more stuff. It comes when we 
are committed to something and end up with something 
amazing.” 

“Community 
gardening brings us 
back to the earth and 
closer to God.”    

—Cathleen Horn
Cathleen Horn

Cathleen wiring a bunny boundary.A worm tower, which helps enrich the soil.
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Cathleen is no stranger to hard work and following through on a list of tasks. 
“Working in a community garden is an opportunity for parents to teach their 
kids responsibility. When the kid says, ‘I don’t want to go today! I want to sleep 
in!’ parents get to tell him ‘No, we need to go, anyway.’  Not just when we feel 
like it. In the garden, we have a living thing that we need to take care of. And so 
that means I am responsible to check on it and maintain it.”

Jarrod McDaniel & Brinda Lee have been working faithfully in the Discovery 
Community Garden for three years. “We’ve been neighbors—our plots are next 
to each other, says Cathleen. “They’ve been amazing partners in the garden.” 

The idea behind a community garden is people getting together for a 
common cause, enjoying one another’s company, helping one another out, 
enjoying the fruits of one’s labor and the feeling of satisfaction of giving 
generously to others. 

History of the Discovery Community Garden
The Discovery Community Garden started before the barn was built, in 

2010. During a discussion around a table, Steve Cuss mentioned one thing he 
really wanted was a community garden, says Cheryln Morin, who was at that 
table and volunteered to start it. She’d just lost her husband and her two little 
children lost their dad. 

“I wanted to do it. And I needed to do it,” she says. 
No stranger to farming, Cheryln grew up in Illinois and her family kept a 

huge garden on their five acres. They knew how to till the soil and bring forth 
delicious produce. 

When her husband died, she was not working and needed an outlet. She 
loved Discovery Church—the people helped her immensely through the 
rough time. “I wanted to give back somehow. It was something I could do that 
brought healing to me and didn’t deplete my energy.” 

While the construction crew built the barn, the garden moved temporarily 
to someone’s land in Lafayette. When the garden moved back to Broomfield 
on the property on 144th Avenue, she says, “we had quite the challenge. We 
didn’t even have water. We asked a neighbor if we could use theirs, and they 
generously consented and donated it. We installed two huge 500-gallon tanks 
(if I recall correctly) nearby, and ran hoses across the land, hoping we didn’t 
find snakes!” 

It was truly a community effort. Those who got involved from the then 
200-person congregation took turns watering the garden every day. Susan 
Wiitala, whose husband was struggling with an illness, was a great help; and it 
proved therapeutic to both of them as well. Discovery also opened the garden 
to the public and a couple running a hydroponic business pitched in with their 
expertise. 

Some plots were for families, and some were called community plots and 
they gave the fresh vegetables to the Broomfield FISH food bank, and to 
Growing Home’s food bank for the homeless.

Plowing New Ground
During the summer of 2015, a few months after Cathleen Horn joined 

Discovery, she fell in step with the small band of caretakers and took on a small 
10 x 10 plot in the garden. She’d inherited her love for gardening from her 
mom and saw working in the community garden as an opportunity to get to 
know others and do something she loved. 

“Cathleen had a lot of ideas to get people involved and make the garden 
more functional. And, she had the time and energy to make it happen,” says 
Cheryln, who’d started a landscaping business part time that was taking off. 
When she offered the running-the-community-garden baton to Cathleen, her 
protegé gladly took it. This is Cathleen’s third season to be in charge. 

In 2016, after harvest when Cheryln was turning the garden over to 
Cathleen’s capable oversight, the Eagle Scouts jumped in to help and framed 
the plots with wood beams. Lowe’s donated the hardware. 

One day near the end of the school year, a friend called Cathleen in a panic. 
Wanda’s eighth grade son had just informed her that he needed to do a major 
project due in three weeks that he should have been working on for months. If 
he didn’t make an A, he wouldn’t pass on to the ninth grade, she said.

Cathleen found an 11-minute video on how to build “worm towers.” These 
are pipes about a couple of feet long and four inches in diameter. At the 
bottom are holes where the worms crawl in to eat compost that is placed in the 
pipe. They crawl back out of the hole and poop in the garden, enriching the 
soil!

The boy and his dad took PVC pipe and made 14 worm towers. 
You can see the white worm towers sticking up out of the plots in the 

garden even now. “Brinda and Jarrod noted how many more worms there are!” 
Cathleen exclaims. Little gardeners doing their jobs.  

“Wanda sent me an amazing thank you note,” the lady MacGyver says with a 
huge smile. Wanda’s son made his A and graduated on to high school. 

“Yes, we grow vegetables. But a community garden is much more than that.”

The Future Vision
 Cathleen says she’s learned a lot working with the garden. How to not 

over-commit and have more realistic expectations of herself and others. This 
year, because less people volunteered to manage a plot, there are several 
empty spaces. She hopes more people will catch a vision of how valuable a 
community garden is and get involved next year.  And, that more folks will 
come together and help one another—while at the same time, enjoy an organic 
harvest and grow food for needy families in the area. Ecclesiastes 3:2b says 
there’s a “time to plant, and a time to pluck what is planted” (NKJV). A farmer 
understands seasons. “Community gardening brings us back to the earth and 
closer to God,” says Cathleen. For those who want to help, especially after the 
harvest to close down the garden for the winter, you can contact Cathleen at 
DCgarden@dc2.me

Marla attacking the weeds and striking her 
best “American Gothic” (Painting by Grant 
Wood) stance.

Addie Applegate, Emilie Knauss and Clara Brown working in the garden.
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AIDEN BRASOV
Now that you’ve 
graduated, what’s next? 
I will be heading down to 
the University of Texas (at 
Austin) to study business. 
What are your five-year 
goals? 
Five years from now, I’m 
hoping to be a part of a 

startup and to travel frequently. My long term goal 
is to start my own business and live abroad for a 
few years before coming back to the States.
How long have you attended Discovery?
I have been at Discovery for 13 years. 
How have you been involved and served?
Throughout that time, I have seen the church 
transition from Aspen Creek to Legacy and then to 
the building we are in today. I have gone on three 
mission trips with Discovery (Albania twice and 
Costa Rica). Currently, I serve as a middle school 
youth leader. 
What are some favorite memories?
My favorite memories are during the summer and 
winter retreats. I loved playing 9-square into the 
wee hours of the morning, building forts in the 
woods, and laughing until my belly hurt. 
How has Discovery impacted your faith?
Discovery has impacted my faith journey by 
creating an environment where I always felt like 
me, welcoming newcomers, and showing me what 
it looks like to grow and develop as a Christian. 

JAYLEE CHASE
Now that you’ve 
graduated, what’s next?
I’m going to college 
at Southern Methodist 
University (Dallas, Texas) to 
study computer science and 
specialize in cybersecurity.

What are your five-year goals? 
I hope to get a job in cybersecurity somewhere. I’m 
not completely sure what in the field I want to do.
How long have you attended Discovery?
I’ve been at Discovery since 6th grade.
How have you been involved and served?
I have volunteered in Children’s Ministry every 
year. I used to serve in Adventure Zone, but I 
moved to Quest45 this year. I did youth Sunday 
my sophomore year and I’ve spoken at Unfinished 
Campaign dessert nights in a Monday night small 
group, and help lead a Tuesday night small group.

What are some favorite memories?
Any of the camping trips, they’re always so much 
fun. Specifically, EPIC and dancing to Taylor 
Swift with my whole cabin, paint wars, and just 
building relationships with my leaders and going to 
breakfast and coffee together.
How has Discovery impacted your faith?
I’ve learned that I can have a direct relationship 
with God and what that looks like, the importance 
of an open and accepting community, the value of 
differing perspectives and opinions, and how to 
come out of my comfort zone knowing that God 
will always love me. 

FAITH GARDNER
Now that you’ve 
graduated, what’s next? 
I am attending Baylor 
University (Waco, 
Texas) to get a degree in 
Biochemistry. I am hoping 
to attend medical school to 
become a pediatrician. 

What are your five-year goals? 
Five years from now I hope I will be in medical 
school, on track to pursue my dream of becoming 
a doctor.
How long have you attended Discovery?
I have been at Discovery since 6th grade. 
How have you been involved and served?
I have loved getting involved with the youth events, 
such as youth group, fun nights, camping trips, 
and now a life group on Tuesday nights. I also 
have been volunteering with the youth for years. 
I regularly volunteer in the nursery during first 
service.
What are some favorite memories?
Some of my favorite memories come from the 
camping trips. This is where I felt extremely 
connected to my peers and to God. One of my 
favorite memories is stargazing in a meadow during 
the summer camping trip. It was amazing to see the 
beauty of God’s work and how peaceful it is when 
you are away from the craziness of life. 
How has Discovery impacted your faith?
Before coming to Discovery, I believed in God but 
never learned how to build a lasting relationship 
with Him. Discovery has taught me the importance 
of building a strong relationship with God and 
creating a bond with friends who support me in my 
journey of faith. At Discovery, I have met some of 
my life-long friends and some amazing leaders who 
have changed my life for the better.

NATALIE LORING
Now that you’ve 
graduated, what’s next?
I’m going to go to MSU 
Denver to study theater. 
Also, I hope to travel a bit. 
What are your five-year 
goals? 
My longest term goal I have 
right now is to teach theater 

in a high school. In five years though, I hope to 
be working in a theater or as part of a touring 
company.
How long have you attended Discovery?
I’ve been at Discovery for about 16 years.
How have you been involved and served?
I’ve been involved mostly through youth group and 
working in the nursery.
What are some favorite memories?
I’ve enjoyed the youth camping trips and EPIC. 
I’m also really proud of the baby shower that some 
church members organized for Jessica Stanley.
How has Discovery impacted your faith?
Discovery has given me a home and a support 
system while I’ve struggled with my identity and 
my faith. 

JEFFREY MARSHALL
Now that you’ve 
graduated, what’s next?
Studying as a carpenter’s 
apprentice at JE Dunn 
Construction Company (in 
Colorado).
What are your five-year 
goals? 
To be a carpenter foreman 

for the company.
How long have you attended Discovery?
I have been at Discovery since 2011.
How have you been involved and served?
I have been involved in youth group as both a 
student and a helper. I served in the Community 
Garden and with Growing Home.
What are some favorite memories?
Every youth camp out ever. Bonding with youth 
leaders and helping people out.
How has Discovery impacted your faith?
I became a Christian at Discovery and learned 
a lot about faith through the years. I think Jake 
(Brown) has truly inspired me to go deeper in my 
faith. The youth leaders have taught me a lot about 
acceptance and love.

TO (SOME OF) OUR CLASS OF 2019 HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATES
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ALEX STRASSER
Now that you’ve 
graduated, what’s next?
I’ll be attending Liberty 
University (Lynchburg, 
Virginia) this fall. I’m not 
sure if I want to major in 
business and/or music. I’ll 
go wherever God calls me.

What are your five-year goals? 
Five years from now I hope I’ve found a job 
that incorporates one of my passions. If all goes 
according to plan, I’ll have graduated. I don’t have 
a specific long term goal. I just want to continue 
developing my relationship with God and be in a 
good place with my myself and my family.
How long have you attended Discovery?
I’ve been at Discovery for around five years now. 
How have you been involved and served?
I started helping out in the church nursery. Then 
I joined the youth worship team as a background 
vocalist and moved into being a worship leader. I 
did that for the longest time. Now I sing upstairs 
in the auditorium. It’s been cool to step back and 
have others lead and direct me and learn from their 
leadership skills. 
What are some favorite memories?
I have so many fond memories from Discovery. One 
of them is when we had a campfire all night and 
only 20 kids or so showed up. We played sardines 
and sang campfire songs. I got to know everybody 
so much better because of the small group. Jake 
(Brown) told his story that scares people. Another 
memory is the camping trip two years ago. That’s 
when I met all my close friends that I have now. 
The trips that the church put on make it so easy to 
meet new people. We sang campfire songs, played 
capture the flag, and even though none of us could 
shower for three days I think it provided a sense of 
camaraderie.
How has Discovery impacted your faith?
Discovery has given me people, a community 
and a family. I call Andrew Cuss my little brother, 
Raemi Morin my mom, Thomas Brown my uncle, 
and Emilie Knauss my big sister. Discovery has 
taught me how God sees me through the eyes 
of my friends. Here, I’ve learned that my voice 
matters, regardless of my age. I want to continue 
this journey of faith even at college, which can be a 
tempting time for many, which is why I decided on 
Liberty University, a Christian school. I want to go 
on mission trips and see the world bigger than the 
city I’m fortunate enough to live in. I want to find 
ways to serve on another worship team at Liberty. 
Discovery has given me this glimpse into how 
fulfilling a life serving God can be. 

ASHLYN STRASSER
Now that you’ve 
graduated, what’s next?
My whole family is moving 
to Tennessee and then my 
twin sister, Alex, and I are 
going to Liberty University 
(Lynchburg, Virginia). Right 
now I want to study to get a 
business degree. 

What are your five-year goals? 
My long term goal is to find a job I really like and 
hopefully, I will be able to travel and take pictures.
How long have you attended Discovery?
I’ve been at Discovery for five years. 
How have you been involved and served?
During my time here I went on the Costa Rica 
mission trip, been a middle school leader, and 
helped plan life group events.
What are some favorite memories?
My favorite memories have been Paint Wars and the 
night (on a youth mission trip) in Costa Rica when 
we complimented everyone on traits they had 
shown on the trip. It was such a warm moment and 
it made the trip for me.
How has Discovery impacted your faith?
Discovery has shown me how being strong in your 
faith doesn’t equal perfection and how asking 
questions about your faith makes it stronger. I think 
I’ve matured in my faith here. 

MADDI WILLIS
Now that you’ve 
graduated, what’s next?
I am going to Ozark 
Christian College ( Joplin, 
Missouri) and will be 
majoring in Elementary 
Education with a minor in 
Children’s Ministry.

What are your five-year goals? 
Five years from now I plan to move back to 
Colorado to teach in the Adams12 School District. I 
want to run, or help run, a Good News Club at the 
school I work at. I also want to be a math tutor for 
kids or teach 6th-grade math.
How long have you attended Discovery?
I’ve been at Discovery for about five years. 
How have you been involved and served?
In my time at Discovery I have volunteered a ton in 
Children’s Ministry and preached upstairs for youth 
Sunday. I have also recently been involved with the 
Foster/Adopt Support Group working with the kids.
What are some favorite memories?
One of my fondest memories happened at EPIC last 

year. Some friends and I had a dance party where 
we jammed out to T-Swizzle and got the chance to 
grow closer as friends. And then, every time I’m at 
church becomes just a fond memory.
How has Discovery impacted your faith?
Discovery has shown me that you don’t have to 
have it all together to have a relationship with 
God. In fact, I think that’s partly why we have a 
relationship with God. Because we don’t have it 
all together. Being at Discovery showed me that 
having doubts is SO okay and I believe that having 
doubts just means that you’re thinking deeper with 
your relationship with God. My faith has also been 
impacted by my youth pastor and the youth leaders 
at Discovery who are constantly reminding me how 
loved I am by so many people and especially God. 
They showed me that NOTHING I do can disqualify 
me from having a relationship with God, and that 
it’s okay to be in a funk, but that I get the authority 
to choose to stay in that funk or grow out of it.

Father God, 

We thank you for these students who have 

graduated. We pray that you will give them 

direction, purpose, and perseverance as they 

enter the next phrase of their lives. Give them 

clearness of mind to move forward into the 

plans and purposes that You have for them. May 

these young people gain wisdom from You.

Raise up Christian mentors for these 

graduates. Grant them success for their efforts 

at every turn and guide their feet to follow Your 

ways. Use them in mighty ways, Dear Father. 

In Jesus name, 

Amen.

GRADUATE PRAYER

interviewed and collected by Angelica Cerda

* https://connectusfund.org/11-inspirational-
graduation-prayers-for-high-school



We ooh and aah as we pass around the colorful, knitted socks one member 
made to keep warm during the winter. Another holds up a beautiful quilt she 

meticulously sewed in a labor of love for years for her daughter. Another proudly 
shows us her wine bottle with a hole she bravely cut in the back for the sparkly lights 
inside. We lean back as one lady reads her latest poem she felt inspired to write, and 
another sings a verse from a song she’s working on, asking if she should change one 
part. One young lady laughs as she flips through a book of colorful watercolor pictures 
–watching Broadway musicals is her inspiration while she paints. What do these ladies 
all have in common? They are all members of the newly-formed Creative Community. 
We come together to discover, or re-ignite, a wide variety of creative giftings and 
encourage one another. We let that childlike passion stir again inside and “go for it!” 
We admire one another’s unique abilities, while sometimes downplaying our own. As 
we go through Jenny Randle’s book, Courageous Creative, a couple of ladies color the 
adult coloring pages or doodle, jumping in and out of the sometimes hilarious and 
delightful, sometimes serious and thought-provoking discussion designed to stretch 
us. Jenny writes “Creativity is like a muscle; it must be stretched and pushed past its 
comfort zone.” And we surprise ourselves: the artists attempt to write, the writers draw, 
and the introverts perform and record. We all try something different. We are willing 
to plunge in and do the sometimes silly activities like drawing the word “Sniffledorf ” 
or “Binxie Smish”; or mind-mapping a topic; or telling a story with photos taken 
with our phones. With the book study complete, this summer we are venturing out on 
inspirational field trips and taking turns leading creative projects for the group. We’d 
love for you to join us! 

  
How it came to be

It all started when, in January 2017, Wendy Smith, our Creative Community 
leader, reflected on what her “word of the year” should be. It’s something she’s 
done the past few years as a way to set intentions and a theme for the New Year. 
She believed God impressed upon her in solitude and prayer, that He wanted 
her to something new: to be a storyteller. 

“I love to read and I love stories, and I’ve always wanted to write, so it made 
perfect sense to me,” she says. I also felt an impression to start a creative group 
at Discovery after reading about how much creatives need each other for 
support and encouragement. But I didn’t feel qualified. I consider myself more 
of a follower than a leader.” When she pushed back, feeling ill-equipped or 
unable to lead such a group, she sensed God’s answer: I want YOU to do it.

Wendy’s past work experience involved layout and design for both a 
newspaper and magazine publisher. In 2015, she became part of Discovery’s 
communication team as a volunteer putting together the weekly bulletin. The 
church contracted with her as a part-time designer for communications in 2016. 

At a meeting in 2017, staff divided into groups that were instructed to come 
up with an idea for a new ministry. Her group chose her idea for a publication 
of faith stories and brainstormed ways to make that happen. 

“We worked through what the publication would look like, as far as what the 
mission and vision would be,” Wendy says. “It was so helpful to receive insight 
and opinions from others on what stories could be of value to readers.”

Discovery values people’s faith stories, so to Wendy, it seemed to align 
with what God was doing in the church. She thought about these ideas a lot, 
and God ignited the passion in her to take action. All she needed to do was 
trust Him and obey. Easy, right? Actually, she directed her natural bent as a 
follower to focus on following the Lord as He led her step by step. After a year 
of dreaming and planning, the church printed the first issue of the publication, 
Compass, in June 2018. A month later, Wendy hosted the first Creative 
Community book study, The Creative Call, in her home. Twin ministries were  
birthed from God’s nudging and Wendy’s desire to share how God is working 
in His people’s lives. The group began meeting again in January 2019 to discuss 
another book, Courageous Creative.

As a new person walking into Discovery with my husband for the first time 
in June 2018, I immediately noticed the overflowing creative DNA and heart 
for telling stories—from the barn theme, to the beautiful navigator’s cross 
above the stage, to the photos and sayings in the halls and the themes in the 
children’s and teens departments, to the conversations with people. 

CELEBRATING CREATIVE COMMUNITY
written by Marla Lindstrom Benroth

Creativity encompasses so many different areas.

Meetings offer opportunity for project show and tell.

Sharing creative book challenges with the group.

Courageous Creative book chapter and activity challenge discussions.
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Six Creatives Speak Out 
A snapshot of the Creative Community, with 
interviews of a few of our group members. 

What type of creative projects do you like to 
work on the most?
WENDY: Playing piano, collecting good quotes, 
watercolor art journaling, writing, graphic design, 
and sewing.
MELISSA: Knitting.
KAREN: Poetry – based mostly on my life events and 
Scripture.
SARA: Scrapbooking and stamping; re-purposing 
and painting old furniture, bulletin boards, picture 
frames, metal cookie sheets, silverware and flatware. 
LISA: Projects with paint and that are a little messy.
MARLA: Interviewing and writing, personal 
journaling, capturing and interpreting my dreams, 
cooking healthy gourmet meals, taking photos that 
tell a story.

What inspires you?
WENDY: Books and magazines for ideas. Wandering 
around Hobby Lobby. Artists I follow on Instagram 
and Pinterest. Trees and birds. Colors, textures and 
fonts.
MELISSA: Pretty yarn, knitting podcasts where they 
show the projects they are working on, Ravelry for 
knitting patterns.
KAREN: My darling grandchildren, but also “pain of 
life” issues and sometimes the beauty of nature, plus 
quirky people issues.
SARA: My cousin Jeanie, who got me started on 
re-doing salvage items. She helped me refurbish a 
wrought iron kiddie bench and it turned out super 
cute! She taught me how to make new wood slats 
for the seat, and we sanded and repainted it. Also, 
for inspiration, I watch shows on TV like “Barnwood 
Builders” and “Salvage Dawgs” (they tear down old 
buildings and make interesting and useful creations 
with the castaways). I use this as a springboard for 
my own creative ideas.
LISA: Pinterest! And, that my aunt and grandmother 
did so many creative projects from just trying it out.
MARLA: Reading inspirational stories; listening 
to good interviews by interviewers who get to the 
heart of the issue; taking our Golden Retriever, 
Finn, for walks (he runs!) in beautiful Colorado and 
watching his joy and passion in life; traveling with 
my husband and meeting new people in interesting 
places.

What are some of the other creative projects 
have you done?
WENDY: Compass publication layout and design! 
Sewing tablecloths and recently, a garden-themed 
gift for my mother-in-law. Starting the writing 
process of memoir about a special relative. 
MELISSA: Using different scrapbook paper to make 
framed artwork. Also, crochet and cross-stitch.
KAREN: Watercolor painting, writing and directing 
plays, needlework and decorating.
SARA: My parents downsized a few years ago. 

Dad gave me his old Colorado license plates and a 
toolbox with washers, nuts, bolts and other items. 
I am researching this and currently in the design 
phase, figuring out how I can assemble them to 
withstand the wind force for wind chimes, and not 
look like ugly junk, but classy junk! I am making 
them for family members and an old family friend 
who likes cool junk. I also like making old blue 
jeans into potholders and other items.

LISA: Painting on canvas and landscaping my yard.
MARLA: Coordinating events that bring 
people together; facilitating groups that are 
highly interactive, engaging and educational; 
choreographing spiritual events for the most 
powerful life-changing impact; doing research 
for projects; designing a remodel of our main 
floor in our house and pulling together heirloom 
and creative elements; making special gifts; 
creating travel scrapbooks or short videos; organic 
gardening.

Why did you get involved in the Creative 
Community?  
WENDY: To be in a group with like-minded creative 
people who like to make and talk about art. 
MELISSA: I like doing creative things, and was new 
to the church and thought it would be a good way 
to meet new people.
KAREN: I felt the Lord moving me in more of a 
creative direction, then Wendy started the group and 
the rest is history....
SARA: I was not a member of Discovery Church. 
Through some divine connections, I found out 
about this group of creative people. For a long time 
I thought I was a lone reed, and kept looking and 
praying for people who had the same values as me 
and were as unique as me! So I started going to the 
first study and have been a part of the community 
ever since. 
LISA: I wanted more inspiration from others and to 
learn how to do other types of artistic projects.
MARLA: My husband, Chet, and I wanted to worship 
closer to home and started visiting churches near 
our house in 2017. We began attending Discovery 
in June 2018. When I saw the notice Wendy posted 
about a Bible study for creative people starting 
in July, I thought, “Now, I’ve never seen that in a 
church! They sound like my kind of people!” And, I 
immediately felt a camaraderie with the ladies who 
came. I have a heart for storytelling and could tell 
this was in Discovery’s DNA, and felt so at home 
with other creatives. Chet and I joined the church 
in September 2018 and I consider the Creative 
Community my tribe!

What is one lesson or activity you enjoyed most 
from discussing the book Courageous Creative? 
WENDY: The dance party upstairs that Jeannie 
Amman led. How out of my comfort zone, but that 
was the point! And we laughed so hard. I liked the 
writing exercise where we had to write not just 
“what we do” as a job title, but who we are helping, 
serving, and what problem we are solving. to make 
a difference for the Kingdom. And the running of 
“my” creative race—letting go of insecurity and 
comparison— persevering with my eyes fixed on 
Jesus. We’re vessels through whom His story can 
flow. 
MELISSA: Finding a YouTube tutorial and learning 
to draw an eyeball. Yes, an eyeball! I was so happy 
with how good it looked for only taking 15 – 20 
minutes to draw it!

Melissa Mathisen’s eye drawing from a tutorial.

Sara Yoder’s light up wine bottle project.

Group object drawing challenges.
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Six Creatives Speak Out (continued)

KAREN: Lots of activities were fun, but maybe recording my voice in a British 
accent was the most fun—and challenging!
SARA: When we talked about Procrastination, Perfectionism and Fear, I told the 
group I wanted to learn to drill glass in a wine bottle to insert lights into it. Marla 
challenged me to do this before we met again and report on it. I decided to put 
my safety goggles on in the kitchen and go for it! And not worry about breaking 
glass in the kitchen. I brought the bottle to the group and showed the results. 
LISA: Just trying and starting something new is fun!
MARLA: I really enjoyed facilitating some of the Courageous Creative lessons 
February - May. I tried to put into practice “Ditch your bad attitude for some 
gratitude”—not easy but rewarding! I’ve been writing about things I’m grateful 
for more in my journals. 

What has changed in your thinking about you as an artist, or your 
perspective on creativity in the past year since you’ve been involved? Have 
you grown or been challenged in some way? 
WENDY: I realize how much power there is in community to hold you 
accountable, encourage and support you in your creative pursuits and dreams. 
How much our God-given talents and gifts are needed in the world. And how He 
wants us to use them to make an impact for His kingdom. I am more appreciative 
of my God-given talents and am more comfortable calling myself an artist. I have 
a sign I love in my home office that says, “It’s not about your role, it’s about your 
God.” 
MELISSA: I feel the same about myself as an artist because I’ve never struggled 
with that term. I feel like I’ve learned to understand and appreciate the struggles 
of others who have had doubts about calling themselves artists. I’m trying to 
work on more challenging knitting projects and to also find other arts and crafts 
to broaden my abilities.
KAREN: I now believe in my calling to be a painter and a poet, which I was not 
confident in at all at first. I’m thinking more seriously about painting pictures to 
go with my poems. What I enjoy the most is that the ladies are all talented and 
amazing.  We really love each other and are supportive of each other.
SARA: It has been enlightening and satisfying to connect with other artists. 
LISA: I am more capable than I give myself credit for and that there are others 
like me who enjoy getting creatively messy. 
MARLA: I’ve enjoyed connecting with others of all ages who are just as crazy or 
crazier than me—and especially being around younger folks in our group, like 
Zoe Ackerman! We’ve laughed a lot. A LOT! (hmmm, sticky notes all over our 
bodies!) We’ve also talked about how God helps us with difficult things, like 
overcoming fears and procrastination. It was fun watching members grow in 
confidence and get out of our own square comfort boxes!

Any final thoughts? 
WENDY: I love this group and am so thankful we have each other! I appreciate 
everyone who committed to being a part of the group, reading and doing the 
challenges. Continue to cultivate your creativity and dream BIG! 
MELISSA: I’m so glad that I went out of my comfort zone to join this group. I’ve 
met a lot of new friends and get to encourage them to keep creating! I’m excited 
to see what the next chapter is [after our Creative Courageous study].
KAREN: I have never been in such a great group of ladies and they have been a 
real joy to me!
SARA: To think that, in using our talents, we might be part of something way 
bigger than ourselves. I’m excited to see where it can take us. 
LISA: Thank you!
MARLA: When I create, I feel God’s pleasure! I’ve so enjoyed participating in 
this beautiful, growing community. I am looking forward to joining with the 
creatives this summer working on our individual projects at the same time. And, 
journeying together to art and music events and other things together in the 
area. We are talking about ways we can use the talents and skills God’s given us 
to reach out to and encourage others in the area, which will be fun and a joy.

If you would like to join our Facebook Group where we share discussion, field 
trip and project ideas, email wendy@dc2.me

Karen’s watercolor paintings.

Melissa’s knit hat.

Jeannie’s Glacier Star Quilt.

A few of our group members at the last book discussion.

Marla’s published book.

Lisa and Sara’s chalk paint class.
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Sometimes a person comes into your life to teach you a lesson. Or, even 
better, sometimes God brings someone into your life, offering you 

compassion, kindness and grace that you didn’t know you needed. For me, this 
person was Rose.

This past spring was difficult for me. I was grieving and missing Nora, the 
baby girl my wife, Bonnie, and I lost three years ago, March 2016 in her 16th 
week of pregnancy. I was very emotional, and couldn’t stand the thought that I 
will never to get to hold her. 

Looking back, May 2nd, 2016 was an eventful day. It was my middle son, 
Michael’s, 4th birthday. We celebrated with me cooking him a big breakfast of 
some of his favorite dishes. However, my heart was still heavy, and the grief 
still raw of Nora’s death. Upset, I went to lie down in bed. Michael soon came 
beside me, and comforted me by rubbing my back and telling me that Nora 
was with Jesus. I knew that God is completely in control as he has taught me 
so many times in the past few years, but it was no comfort. I needed to be 
reminded again.

I went to work and started going through the motions of what needed to 
get done. I was able to be distracted by talking with some friends that come in 
often. Michael got to pick his birthday dinner, and he chose to go see Daddy 
at work, so Bonnie brought the boys in. She brought me a gift received in the 
mail that day from a group of her friends. It was a key chain with Nora’s name, 
birthday, and birth verse on it, making me miss Nora even more.

After dinner, I noticed a customer in her early 20s that was bright, cheery 
and engaging. She seemed to possess a joy that not many people convey so 
openly. As she talked with her cashier, I noticed she had her belongings with 
her in some grocery bags. When she finished eating, I sat down with her and 
introduced myself. Her name was Rose and she began to share her story. 

She was traveling through Colorado to a job in Alaska. Through some 
unfortunate events, she missed one of her flight connections and lost her 
phone and ID. From her point of view, she was on an adventure and had a clear 
plan on how she would finish her journey. From my point of view, she needed 
a safe place to stay. She was not interested in returning home. Unable to find 
a night in a local shelter, I helped Rose find a motel for a few nights until we 
could contact a relative. Thankful for my help, Rose asked what she could do to 
help in return. Our carpets were being cleaned on this night so she moved all 
of the chairs in our dining room to the lobby. By the time we were done for the 
night Rose was part of the team, laughing and talking with everyone. 

While I was searching lodging for her, she found a man through an online 
forum offering a ride leaving immediately from the library across the street. I 
was suspicious so I drove Rose to the library and introduced myself to the man 
waiting. He seemed uneasy. I pressed for some ways of knowing Rose would be 
safe and asked who he was. I asked to take a quick picture of him and his photo 
ID. He began to backpedal and suddenly he was not going on any trips. Sensing 
an unsafe situation, I worried about Rose and her next steps, knowing I needed 
to keep her safe.

As timing would have it, I was leading a morning prayer service the next 
morning. I read Psalm 38 to the group and I was struck by the fact that God 
performed so many miracles for the Israelites in the wilderness, but that they 
continued to lose trust in Him. “They forgot what he had done, the wonders 
he had shown them.” The verse was 1 Timothy 2:1-6, “I urge, then, first of all, 
that petitions, prayers, intercession and thanksgiving be made for all people— 
for kings and all those in authority, that we may live peaceful and quiet 
lives in all godliness and holiness. This is good, and pleases God our Savior, 
who wants all people to be saved and to come to a knowledge of the truth. 
For there is one God and one mediator between God and mankind, the man 
Christ Jesus, who gave himself as a ransom for all people. This has now been 
witnessed to at the proper time.”  We prayed for those that we knew who were 

in need, going through a hardship or transition, and are near or far from God 
by simply saying their first names. Rose was at the top of my list. I was grateful 
God was in control and knew she needed prayer.

Rose phoned her mom back home and made a plan to return. Back home 
she could replace her ID and phone, and create a new travel plan to Alaska. 
Maybe not this year, but at some point. Through the Discovery benevolence 
fund, we were able to buy her a bus ticket to return home. Alerting Rose’s mom 
of the plan by phone, she expressed her gratitude for our assistance. When 
she found out things were not going as planned, she began praying for Rose’s 
safety and was sure God had answered that prayer. Rose was not her cheerful 
self though, and she seemed disappointed.

Bonnie, the kids, and I met with Rose for dinner to say goodbye. Rose 
has a heart for children and gave our three kids much love over the next few 
hours. Our kids loved Rose. She and Camryn drew together. Michael and Rose 
laughed. I’m positive that Emma, just a baby, was the bright spot of her day. 
Rose held Emma and her eyes lit up more than they had since meeting two days 
before. When I asked her what her favorite part of this adventure was, she was 
certain it was this time together.

Rose shared with me earlier that she felt she had failed at everything and 
always does. One of her “failures” was the loss of her child in December shortly 
into her pregnancy. This was the same thing I had been lamenting about before 
meeting Rose. I sensed this was rough for Rose, being familiar with this grief 
myself. 

I believe God showed me what he was doing all along. He was reminding 
me again that He is in control. He will keep us and our loved ones safe. Even 
when things are beyond our control, such as they were for Rose’s mom, God is 
in control. This doesn’t mean I won’t continue to grieve Nora’s death and all of 
the “will-nevers,” but I can at least allow myself to be reminded of God’s great 
mercy and compassion.

“When Christ who is your life appears, then you also will appear with him 
in glory.”  - Colossians 3:4

Cody is on Discovery staff as the Youth Ministries Administrator. Cody and 
Bonnie have been married for 9 years, and their family has been attending 
Discovery for 9 years as well.

THE GIFT OF ROSE
written by Cody Robertson

Michael, Riley, Cody, Bonnie, Emma and Camryn Robertson (clockwise)



Susan Wiitala was 16 years old when she began her faith journey. It was 
prompted by her passionate sister, Bonnie, eight years her senior. Bonnie 

brought her to a huge tent revival, similar to the evangelistic tent revivals of 
the late Billy Graham, where there was raising of hands, clapping, and lots of 
excitement. The preaching was charismatic and there was music she just didn’t 
understand. She accepted Christ at that event, however, she wasn’t exactly 
sure what she was accepting. Her mother was a Christian Scientist and didn’t 
buy into Bonnie’s beliefs. She was very angry and couldn’t handle it. Bonnie 

gave Susan a King James Bible. Susan kept 
trying to accept these beliefs, but was still 
very confused and wasn’t feeling anything. 
Bonnie’s passion, and Susan’s confusion, 
caused Susan to drift away from faith. She 
felt like she had no clue and couldn’t ask 
questions—faith was something she could 
only keep to herself. Since she didn’t 
feel anything, she concluded that she 
was defective and broken, and thus God 
wouldn’t accept her. It was very painful.

In her 20s through 40s, Susan went 
through some hardships and became 
negative about church. Church felt like a 

club or closed-system that she didn’t understand and couldn’t get into. Bonnie 
would provide her with tracts—faith message booklets—that only increased 
her confusion. She became angry and didn’t embrace Bonnie’s beliefs. Her 
faith journey was a quiet struggle and she got the message that you just don’t 
ask or question. She and her sister became distant because each time they saw 
each other, Susan felt she was being evangelized. She struggled with prayer, 
not knowing how or what it meant. Her simple, focused prayer became, “God, 
keep my heart open.”

In her 50s, Susan visited several different churches within her Vermont 
area. She was hoping she would somehow know when she came to the right 
one. One small church she attended met in a local high school auditorium. 
When Susan shared with a woman sitting nearby that she was struggling with 
her faith, the woman responded saying, “we are all struggling.” Susan felt an 
immediate ease throughout her body. At this church she jumped right in by 
joining a life group. A leader of the group asked her to read a bible verse, and 
upon finishing, asked Susan if she understood what she had just read. Susan 
admitted that no, indeed, she did not understand. The leader suggested that 
she try the NIV Bible, and the next day she purchased an NIV Study Bible. A 
dynamic, charismatic South Korean woman in her group named Sunja was a 
guide in her journey. Sunja invited Susan to coffee at her house. During this 
visit, Sunja asked Susan about her relationship with God, and Susan spoke 
of her doubt and lack of feeling. Sunja suggested she “stop feeling.” Which 
to Susan, meant that she didn’t have to feel or worry so much. It meant God 
was within her and that all would be okay. She continued attending church, 
becoming quite involved, and six months later was baptized on an Easter 
Sunday at age 56. It felt like a miracle. Relating to Paul of the Bible, she 
couldn’t believe her transformation! It was a 40-year journey! 

 Susan and her husband, Steve, moved to Colorado in May 2012 to be closer 
to their children and grandchildren. Joining a life group at Discovery, Susan 
now felt safe to ask questions, share that she didn’t know the Bible, and that 
it was okay. She believes that God has given her the gift of service. She has 
a passion for loving people and wanting people to connect. Her first serving 
opportunity came through Discovery’s Community Garden in September and 
October 2012, helping the garden leader Cheryln Morin, harvest and clean up. 
After meeting Rhonda and Tom McNally, previous leaders of Growing Home’s 
Canopy Week at Discovery, she got involved in serving as a co-coordinator.  

HEART OF SERVICE
written by Wendy Smith
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When she hosted at Growing Home for the first time, it felt so right. Her main 
task is to organize the donated food items. Being available to orient new 
volunteers and host was part of her week. She signed up to coordinate with the 
McNally’s and was beyond excited to serve. With a 35-year career in nursing, 
she believes in mutuality of sharing goals with respect, by listening and caring 
for each other. 

Susan also has a passion for serving others outside of Discovery. She 
practices this at Affinity (her 55+ resident community.) Discovering that many 
residents didn’t know each other’s names, she created a ministry of outreach. 
It began with sending cards to residents after surgeries, illnesses, or simply 
needing encouragement. Realizing that everybody longs to be acknowledged, 
she created a community newsletter. In the beginning of the mailing list she 
had 10 names, and it has now grown to 77 names. She also joined and became 
a leader in a prayer group within this community. It wasn’t until recently that 
Susan realized that serving in these capacities is ministry work and also an 
outward expression of her faith. One resident, in which she has seen a huge 
transformation since coming to Christ, blessed her by saying she has “an 
essence of spiritual caring.”

When Susan is feeling anxious or overwhelmed, her favorite verse is 
Proverbs 3: 5-6, “Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your 
own understanding; in all your ways submit to him, and he will make your 
paths straight.” Looking back, she sees how God was working in and through 
her all those years. She hopes to be a light to anyone who may feel broken or 
defective like she had been. 

Steve and Susan Wiitala have been married 27 years and have been attending 
Discovery since August 2012.

MORE INFO
Growing Home is a participant-centered approach to strengthening families, nurturing 
children and connecting community. It fills a critical gap for families and children who 
are experiencing immediate and long-term barriers (to homelessness). For serving 
opportunities or more information, contact Rachel Morris at toramorris@msn.com

Susan Wiitala serving at Growing Home’s Canopy Week at Discovery.

“Since I didn’t feel 
anything, I concluded 
I was defective and 
broken, and thus God 
wouldn’t accept me. It 
was very painful.”

—Susan Wiitala
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RESIDENT REFLECTIONS
written by Chris Belisle and Angelica Cerda

I t’s crazy to think that I have been at Discovery for two 
years. My time here has flown by! Here at Discovery, I 

have learned so much. I’ve learned how to preach to the 
churched as well as the unchurched. I’ve learned how to 
create meaningful experiences, whether that be a Sunday 
morning, midweek programming, or a Soul Care retreat. 
I’ve learned how to better mentor students and come 
alongside them during their highs and lows. Through 

Leadership Community 1 and 2 classes, I’ve gained a greater self-awareness and 
learned how to manage my anxiety. I’ve learned how to take a ministry to the 
next level in regard to excellence. What I’m currently in the throes of learning, 
is how to replace myself and end a job well. 

Something I really appreciate about Discovery’s residency program is the 
freedom to learn as well as bring things to the table. I’ve had an environment 
in which I’m free to jump into the unknown, fail while doing so, and learn 
from my mistakes. During my time here I’ve been able to learn as well as 
build for Discovery youth ministry. Creatively, I’ve built a greater Instagram 
presence, quality designs for our sermon series slides, and announcement 
slides. I’ve built a student-run children’s program for the Foster/Adopt Support 
Group. Some administrative tasks I’ve done include building a massive Google 
drive folder to house all of the documents youth ministry uses regularly, and 
documentation of how to run our annual events. 

Beyond practical job skills, what I’ve gained during my time at Discovery is a 
deeper relationship with God. In the Soul Care class, I feel like I have learned 
101 ways to care for my soul and connect with God. As I have faced immense 
hardships here at Discovery, I have learned what it means to truly and fully rely 
on God to get through the day. I think my most valuable learning experience 
here at Discovery, however, was discovering my gifts. I’ve always undervalued 
what I’m good at (creativity, administration, details, event planning, etc.) and 
tried to be someone I am not (a big extroverted personality who can mentor 20 
people at a time). At Discovery, I’ve learned that what I’m good at is valuable 
and I have a lot to bring to whatever team I am a part of. 

As my residency comes to an end, I’m faced with the daunting question of 
what is next? As of right now, I’m looking for a job in the mental health or 
nonprofit arena. My dream, for right now, is to use my creativity, administrative 
skills, and passion for youth in some sort of nonprofit job that is local and then 
in the future, to pursue a master’s degree in counseling or social work.

Angelica with her middle school girls group at a Camp Elim retreat, 2018Chris leading and teaching in Children’s Ministry on a Sunday morning.

I ’ve learned and grown so much over the past year in 
my residency at Discovery. When my internship began, 

I was placed in Children’s Ministry in a role that was 
outside my comfort zone. I had more experience working 
with and leading high schoolers. From day one, God, 
through Discovery, has put me in tough spots—places that 
I would never have chosen to go on my own, because, to 
be honest, working with children was terrifying to me. I 

had never led anyone before who was under the age of 13-14 and I had no idea 
what I was doing. This was exactly where God wanted me. 

Working with children, I learned a lot more than I ever thought I would. 
My patience grew, due in no small part to the experience of trying to get 
toddlers to listen to me tell them about Jesus while they were in a room full 
of toys. However, even though some toddlers aren’t always great at sitting still 
and participating in the lesson, they’re still hearing what’s being said, and 
often come with questions that I’d never thought of, and didn’t even know a 
three-year-old would be capable of asking. These children gave me a sense of 
responsibility to deepen my own understanding of God and the Bible so that I 
would be able to give them answers to some of the hard questions.

I spent the majority of my time teaching the 4th and 5th graders in our 
Quest 45 classroom. This was not even remotely the same as being in a 
classroom with toddlers. Naturally, they were able to engage in the lessons 
more, which meant they were able to come up with even harder questions for 
me to answer. I frequently found myself saying “I have no idea” in response 
to the things they would ask me. These were my favorite kinds of questions 
because they assured me that the students really were paying attention and 
grasping what I was trying to teach them. It made me feel like I was actually 
making a difference in their lives.

This role is one of the hardest I’ve ever had, because it grew me in ways I 
never thought possible, and took me to places I never thought I’d go. While 
it wasn’t always easy, I wouldn’t change any of it, because God and Discovery 
staff have helped me grow in so many incredible ways. I’m so thankful for each 
and every one of the people at this church, from the staff to the members, 
and I don’t have any regrets. I plan to volunteer with the Youth Ministry once 
my residency ends. Thank you to all of you who have contributed to my tears, 
smiles, sadness, laughter, self-doubt and incredible success over the last 12 
months.

Two of our residents, Chris and Angelica, completed their internships. We are so thankful for their commitment and 
service during their time with us. We have been so blessed to see their growth and involvement. Lucky for us, they will 
still be attending and worshiping at Discovery. Please pray for them as they pursue their next steps in ministry.
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My name is Randy Smith and I am the new 
Men’s Ministry Coordinator. I’ve been 

attending Discovery for nearly eight years and have 
been involved with Men’s Ministry for a few years. 
I’m excited to take on this role to connect and serve 
the men of Discovery. I want to share the vision for 
Men’s Ministry and how we can serve each other, 
our families, Discovery, and God together. There are 
three parts to this vision: Fellowship, Discipleship, 
and Service. But, what does that look like?

We are called into community. Community means not doing life alone. We 
need to have other guys in our lives. While some of us are good at connecting 
with other men, others really struggle with making connections. Even if we 
do have men we connect with, we usually gravitate to those that are similar 
to us. There is nothing wrong with that, it’s human nature. We feel safe and it 
takes less effort. However, we might miss opportunities to broaden our human 
experience, learn from someone that has traveled a different journey, or learn 
something about ourselves.

Men’s Ministry has a few planned events annually: a retreat in the fall, a 
poker tournament or two during the year, and a standing men’s breakfast 
the first Saturday of every month. This breakfast gathering has been meeting 
for about four years, and started after a men’s retreat to stay connected. 
Unfortunately, many have stopped coming for one reason or another. However, 
we keep it going and welcome anyone who wants to connect with other men 
and, in a way, kick-start their month. 

If you haven’t been to a men’s retreat, I highly encourage you to come this 
October. It is held at Camp Elim in Woodland Park, west of Colorado Springs. 
It is a lot of fun connecting with God and other men while we unplug for 
a weekend. We have activities like fishing, golf, shooting, obstacle course, 
archery, and axe throwing. There is late night Gnip Gnop (Ping Pong spelled 
backwards) that is so fun and gets a little competitive. Most important, is the 
time to connect with God in worship, large group, small group, and alone. 
Almost every time I go I make a new friend and a connection with God. I also 

learn something about myself that I take home to share or put into practice. 
You don’t have to have everything figured out or have to have it all together to 
come. You just need to show up and be open to what God is saying.

For the first time this year, we have a men’s backpacking and camping trip 
planned this July 8-12 being led by Discovery member, Drew Schofield. If you 
have never had a true wilderness backpacking experience, you don’t want 
to miss this. It will be a chance to experience time together with fellow men 
enjoying the beauty of God’s creation off the beaten path. Food and supplies 
are provided by Sky Ranch as part of the $399 registration fee. In keeping 
with our Discovery values, no church experience is required. Please invite any 
friends who might be interested. 

The goal of these gatherings is to find connection in community with other 
men, help build each other up, and enhance our lives and those we spend time 
with. We want to have safe places to invite others, Christians or not, to join in 
without having to explain or be uncomfortable. I am looking for other ideas to 
build fellowship. One idea might be asking other men to join in on a hobby. 
For example, I brew beer about once a quarter. I would love to have some 
guys who would like to learn, help, or hang out for a few hours. We are called 
to walk alongside one another and do life together. Life gets hard sometimes. 
As men, we sometimes are led to believe that we always need to be strong. We 
need to pull ourselves up by our bootstraps until we get past whatever it is 
that has a hold of us. Or, we are too afraid to admit we need help or admit that 
we don’t have it all together. We have a diverse group of men at Discovery that 
have different strengths, skills, and talents. I would like to be able to tap into 
that and create a network of mentors for each other that can help when we 
need advice, support, or are struggling. I want us to find service, growth and 
learning opportunities to show us how to fix our aim to be better fathers, sons, 
husbands, and Christian men. To find where we can be of service to others and 
each other. Where we can grow spiritually. With a little guidance and a little 
training and a little patience, this could really work and be a real help for each 
other. We just need guys willing to step in these gaps.

If you have any ideas or questions about events, email me at RandySmith@
dc2.me

DISCOVERY MEN’S MINISTRY
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Managing Leadership Anxiety: Yours and Theirs, focuses on how anxiety, yours and theirs, 
gets in the way of your ability to be an effective leader. When you and those around you are 

anxious, you may get “stuck” in chronic unhealthy patterns. Steve offers powerful tools to help 
you move from being managed by anxiety to managing anxiety. The book will help you develop 
the capacity to notice your and your group’s anxiety—where change and health really occur.  

In addition to the book, Steve provides podcasts of interviews with guests about their 
experience with anxiety in leadership. Get a free chapter download and listen to podcasts at 
stevecusswords.com

Available on Amazon.com

STEVE’S BOOK 

The Art of Neighboring
by Jay Pathak
Recommended by Randy Larson

Parenting Beyond Your 
Capacity
by Reggie Joiner
Recommended by Kaity Moller

Externally Focused
by Rick Rusaw
Recommended by Randy Larson

Tattoos on the Heart
by Greg Boyle
Recommended by Renae Loring

Rooting for Rivals
by Peter Greer
Recommended by Tom Morris

The Rest of God
by Mark Buchanan
Recommended by Renae Loring

A Long Obedience
by Eugene Peterson
Recommended by Randy Larson

The Sabbath
by Abraham Joshua Heschel
Recommended by Renae Loring

reading room


